Kent Island Defense League’s

November 2006 Report Card

Cassell and Cupani

Summary and Analysis of Voting Records and Actions of

Board Presidents Cassell (2002-2004) and Cupani (2004-2006)

As Board Presidents, these Commissioners had control over the 

Legislative Process.

Cassell and Cupani’s votes determined whether the items listed below were Approved or Rejected.

BACKGROUND

· In May of 2004 KIDL issued a report card that evaluated many of the significant votes taken by the 5 Commissioners in the area of Growth Management, the critical Master Water and Sewer Plan, Impact Fees and Adequate Public Facilities.  For details on this earlier report card, please see Report Card of May 2004.

· KIDL has now issued an additional report card on significant votes and public statements by Commission Presidents Cassell and Cupani covering the period between 2004 and 2006.  The areas covered are growth management, ethics legislation, open government and environmental protection.

· During this 2 year period, Commissioners Cassell and Cupani were responsible for over 30 major votes and statements that work against the realization of meaningful progress toward the Vision for Kent Island that is outlined in the Citizen’s Chester-Stevensville Community Plan.

· Below is a listing of these actions, divided into categories and listed in chronological order.  

	GROWTH
	CASSELL
	CUPANI

	Effectively planned for the quantity, location and rate of          

projected residential growth.
	FAIL
	FAIL


Commissioner Cassell and Cupani consistently claim the “low” number of building permits that have been issued during their term.   IGNORING municipal building permits and projected pipeline already approved.

APPROVED:  Motion to approve budget amendment for K. Hovnanian Four Seasons settlement agreement payment (8/17/04).

APPROVED:  Amendment to grant proposed development of Ellendale an 18 month Master Sewer and Water extension (2/22/05).

REJECTED:  Vote to change school capacity APFO from 120% to 100% (3/1/05

APPROVED:  Amendment to grant Master Water and Sewer status to 123 units, Church Hill Hunt and Northside (3/29/05).

REJECTED:  A Bill…for the purpose of amending Section –1-90B to reduce the number of lots allowable on private or other public roads existing or created prior to November 1987 (8/2/05).

REJECTED:  A motion to send a letter to Critical Area Commission opposing allowance of golf courses in the Resource Conservation Area (8/3/05).

APPROVED:  Agreement of board to retain the services of consultant to lead Technical Advisory (not Citizen Advisory) in the preparation and creation of a new Community Plan for Chesapeake College/Wye Mills Community (11/8/05).

APPROVED:  Motion regarding text amendment that would change the number of residential building lots from 50 lots to 120 lots before requiring a public hearing by the Commissioners sitting as the Sanitary Commission (11/8/05).

APPROVED:  Motion by Cassell to grant 100,000 gallons per day of sewer allocation to Four Seasons (enough for 400 homes when requested amount was for 162 homes in Phase 1).  Cassell’s first motion was to grant full allocation of 356,300 gallons, enough for the entire project of 1,350 homes.  This first motion was withdrawn after debate (11/8/05).

CASSELL NO VOTE:  Cassell voted ‘NO’ to motion for Growth Allocation Reform in the County’s Critical Area Program.  Motion still passed with Cassell as only NO vote. (6/27/06)  Note:  During general discussion of county charging for growth allocation Cassell called this “extortion” (tape of meeting 8/29/06).

INTRODUCED ORDINANCE:  Cassell introduced citizen amendment to development standards allowing increased density, reduction of open space ratio, reducing lot size. (8/15/06)

	ETHICS
	CASSELL
	CUPANI

	Effectively worked to improve ethics legislation.
	FAIL
	FAIL


Commissioner Cassell attempted to dismiss the Ethics Commissioners “with gratitude”, then instigated an unfounded investigation against the volunteer members using tax dollars.  The County still does not have an Ethics Code that meets State standards.

TABLED:  Cassell makes motion to dismiss the Ethics Commission “with gratitude”.  Motion tabled. (3/8/05)

APPROVED:  Motion to decrease the number of members on the Ethics Commission from 5 to 3 members.  (11/15/05)

REJECTED:  Amendment to incorporate revisions in Ethics Ordinance to include revisions recommended by the State Ethics Commission (11/15/05)

Note:  As of 11/1/06 – the County still does not have an Ethics Code that meets State standards.  

	OPEN GOVERNMENT
	CASSELL
	CUPANI

	Effectively worked to maintain open government.
	FAIL
	FAIL


REJECTED:  Motion to reduce Board of Appeals fee from $1,000 to $100 (2/22/05)

REJECTED:  Motion to reduce Board of Appeals fee from $1,000 to $500 (3/1/05)

APPROVED:  Motion to delay text amendment regarding taping of Planning Commission meetings. The delay caused the critical Chester Stevensville Community Plan work sessions and public hearing to not be on tape. (12/6/05)

CUPANI SUGGESTION:  Suggestion to change regular Commission meetings by elimination of Press and Public Comments at the beginning of the meeting. (12/13/05)

REJECTED:  Motion to require Super Majority for votes taken during period between Primary election and next Commissioner Board taking office. (6/27/06)

	ENVIRONMENT
	CASSELL
	CUPANI

	Effectively worked to protect the environment.
	FAIL
	FAIL


REJECTED:  Open Space Protection Act.  Motion to specify deed restricted open space and prohibit conversion of open space following annexation.  This bill would have closed a loophole that allows developers to build on deeded open space.  This even received favorable recommendation by the Planning Commission but was killed by a “no” vote from Cassell and Cupani. (4/18/06)

SIGNED:  Critical Area Maps for Four Seasons signed by Cassell, Cupani, Smith (resulting in Judge Sause publicly questioning the reasoning of the Commissioners and County staff).  (5/9/06)

APPROVED:  Vote to approve Growth Allocation for Gibson’s Grant – failing to provide for the protection of the 300’ critical area buffer along the Chester River.  (10/17/06)

SOURCES:  VIDEO TAPES OF COUNTY MEETINGS AND MINUTES

http://webdocs.generalcode.com/globalsearch.asp
